whose roots have gone deep down into the Indian soil, I was
therefore staggered to read that the Government were satisfied
with things as they were going. Had they not got from among the
Indian people the men and money they wanted? Was not the
Government machinery running smooth? This self-satisfaction
bodes ill for Britain, India and the world, if it does not. quickly
give place to a searching of hearts in British high places.
Promises for the future are valueless in the face of the
world struggle in which the fortune of all nations and therefore
of the whole of humanity is involved. Present performance is
the peremptory need of the moment if the war is to end in
world peace and not be a preparation for another war bloodier
than the present, if, indeed, there can be a bloodier. Therefore
real war effort must mean satisfaction of India's demand. "Quit
India" only gives vivid expression to that demand, and has not
the sinister and poisonous meaning attributed to it without
warrant by the Government of India. The expression is charged
with the friendliest feeling for Britain in terms of the whole of
humanity.
I have done. I thought that, if I claim to be a friend of the
British, as I do, nothing should deter me from sharing my
deepest thoughts with you. It is no pleasure for me to be in this
Camp, where all my creature comforts are supplied without any
effort on my part, when I know that millions outside are starv-
ing for want of food. But I should feel utterly helpless if I went
out and missed the food by which alone living becomes worth
while.
I am,
Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi
His Excellency the Viceroy,
Viceroy's Camp
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Viceroy's Camp, India (Nagpur)
25th February, 1944
Dear Mr. Gandhi,
I thank you for your letter of February 17th.
You will by now have received the reply to your represen-
tation. I am sorry to hear that three of those in the Aga Khan's
Palace have not received notices. This, will be looked into at
once.
I expect you have seen in the papers reports of the speech
I made to the Legislature on the same day on which you wrote
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